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The 2013 TBL Baseball Annual 
 
 
We’re forced to call an audible this year, for various reasons. Mr. Jordan has other commitments; Mr. Hunt 
has had some rather severe health issues. Mr. Bloom has had a loss in his family. 
 
We are not getting younger, healthier or less busy. We are not perfect, or possessed of infinite time, nor can 
we always live up to expectations. We’d rather this was not the case, but just as we’d rather that our 
favorite team wins all the time, sometimes life provides disappointments; and here we are, in the middle of 
April, looking at no real Annual this year – not of the caliber, not with the content to which our readers 
have become accustomed.  
 
What you get instead is this: not printed and perfect-bound, not lavishly illustrated, formatted, or laid out 
with the best skill that an amateur user of Photoshop and InDesign can provide. Instead, the wit is sparse, if 
not completely lacking. The analysis is brief, but hopefully to the point. The numbers are based, as always, 
on the insights of the Sensei, copied down by your humble scribe at February’s draft in blizzard-coated 
Fishkill, New York. We’ve made a slight adjustment to the ratings, taking two points from defense and 
adding them to offense, as indicated below. Defense is overrated anyway. The Rebuilding Clock has been 
put on the shelf for this year: I’m not sure that the metric is particularly revealing after featuring it for a few 
years. 
 
We will return: I hope that the 2014 Annual will be more like what is expected and what TBL deserves. We 
had a good theme for this year, and it’ll be kicked down the road to next year.  
 
Until then, enjoy the extremely modest presentation herewith enclosed. 
 
 
Walter 
Bellingham, MA 
May 2013 
 
 
 
 
The T.Q. System 
 
Shamelessly stolen from the Mazeroski annual, the T.Q. System assigns points to each area of 
the teamʼs expected performance and totals the result. The maximum score under the T.Q. 
System is 50, divided as follows: 
 

Pitching: 20 points 
Offense: 17 points 
Defense: 8 points 
Bench: 5 points 

 
The T.Q. System does not take age or prospect value into account, only present capability. It 
does, however, consider usage (available games, at bats and innings). 
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Manager Roll Call 
 

Munich Marauders Mantle Division Paul Montague 30th year  
Hudson Generals Mantle Division Clay Beard 29th year  
Elders of Zion Mantle Division Richard Meyer 29th year  
Gotham City Batmen Mays Division Anton Greenwald 28th year  
Knoxville Outlaws Williams Division Pat Martin 27th year  
Maracaibo Rumrunners Aaron Division Walter Hunt 27th year  
Brobdingnag Barbarians Ruth Division Joe Auletta 25th year  
Dallas Eagles Ruth Division Steve Powell 24th year  
Grand Cayman Havens Mays Division Mark Bloom 23rd year  
Portland Possum Aaron Division Ray Murphy 22nd year  
Melrose Avengers Mantle Division Mark Freedman 20th year  
Blue Hill Mudslides Clemente Division Mark Ludwig 18th year  
Greater Ohio Chia Pets Mays Division Devlin Toth 18th year  
Whitman River Rats Clemente Division Brian Hanley 18th year  
Las Vegas Gamblers Clemente Division Paul Harrington 17th year  
Portland Possum Aaron Division Jonathan Brinkmann 16th year  
Taylorville Red Raiders Williams Division Bruce Taylor 16th year  
Northboro Phoenix Aaron Division Robert Jordan 14th year  
Taylorville Red Raiders Williams Division Glenn Taylor 12th year  
Midwest Mongrels Williams Division Darrell Skogen 12th year  
Northboro Phoenix Aaron Division Steve Stein 11th year  
Rye Herons Mays Division Craig Musselman 9th year  
New West Whiskeyjacks Ruth Division Jim Jeatt 9th year  
Columbus Jets Clemente Division Vic Vaughn 7th year  
Kansas Koyotes Aaron Division Bill Schwartz 6th year  
Fair Oaks Giants Williams Division Jack Chapman 5th year*  
Detroit Stars Ruth Division Dave Jaskot 2nd year  

 
* Though new to our league this year, Jack was manager of the Antioch and Concord 

Giants from 1992-1995; that franchise is now the Greater Ohio Chia Pets. 
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Future Drafts 
 
Forgive the lack of fancy graphics for thermometers. In many cases, what’s on the field isn’t the whole 
story. Some of our teams have quite a bit to say in future drafts, and any evaluation should properly take 
that into account. 
 
Haves            
 
BROBDINGNAG as always leads the parade, though if we had the fancy graphics their total would stay 
inside one thermometer for a change. Two first rounders, one from Las Vegas and one from Detroit, along 
with three second rounders – none especially early – and a third rounder will make them active, but not 
dominant, in the 2014 draft. 
 
FAIR OAKS is well positioned, with two first rounders –  their own and Columbus’ – which TQ ratings 
place in the top ten in 2014. They also have their own second and third rounders. 
 
NORTHBORO and MUNICH have some extra picks. Northboro may wind up with the first pick overall, 
and also has a late #1 from Brobdingnag; Munich has two #2s, its own and Munich’s, and two #3s. 
 
KNOXVILLE has its own picks and Midwest’s #2. 
 
KANSAS has their own and Maracaibo’s #1 (but the Rumrunners have their #2; those picks might not be 
too far apart) as well as a #3. 
 
Balanced           
  
GRAND CAYMAN, BLUE HILL, GOTHAM CITY, HUDSON and GREATER OHIO have a pick in 
each round, with earlier first rounders; TAYLORVILLE and DALLAS have the same, but will be lower 
in the first round. 
 
WHITMAN has a #1 and two #3s. 
 
Have Nots           
 
MELROSE, MARACAIBO, ZION and PORTLAND are all missing bits of their draft. MELROSE, 
PORTLAND and ZION have no #3; MARACAIBO has no #1 but has an early #2 and two #3s. 
 
NEW WEST and DETROIT have a #2 and a #3, but no #1. 
 
RYE has only its #1. 
 
COLUMBUS has only its #2. 
 
MIDWEST is on hall monitor duty, except for the Bonus pick, if earned. 
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T.Q. Summary 
 
 
The Cream of the Crop          
 

 Pitching Offense Defense Bench TOTAL 
Portland 15.0 14.0 6.0 4.0 39.0 
Zion 12.0 13.5 6.5 3.0 35.0 
Brobdingnag 13.0 14.5 3.5 4.0 35.0 
Midwest 12.0 11.0 6.5 2.5 32.0 
Whitman 14.0 9.0 5.0 3.0 31.0 

 
The Solid Performers           
 

 Pitching Offense Defense Bench TOTAL 
Dallas 11.0 12.0 4.5 3.0 30.5 
Taylorville 8.5 13.0 6.5 2.0 30.0 
Detroit 12.5 10.5 4.0 2.5 29.5 
New West 14.0 9.5 3.0 2.5 29.0 
Rye 9.0 13.5 4.0 2.0 28.5 
Maracaibo 11.0 11.0 3.5 3.0 28.5 
Melrose 7.5 11.0 6.0 2.5 27.0 

 
The Transitional Teams          
 

 Pitching Offense Defense Bench TOTAL 
Knoxville 8.0 8.5 6.0 3.0 25.5 
Munich 10.0 9.0 3.5 2.0 24.5 
Greater Ohio 8.0 8.5 5.0 2.0 23.5 
Columbus 8.5 8.5 4.0 2.0 23.0 
Las Vegas 8.0 8.0 4.0 2.5 22.5 
Hudson 8.0 8.0 3.5 3.0 22.5 
Kansas 7.5 6.5 6.0 2.0 22.0 

 
The Rebuilders           
 

 Pitching Offense Defense Bench TOTAL 
Fair Oaks 7.5 7.5 3.5 2.5 21.0 
Gotham City 6.5 9.0 2.5 2.5 20.5 
Blue Hill 7.0 7.0 3.5 2.0 19.5 
Grand Cayman 5.0 7.0 4.0 2.5 18.5 
Northboro 5.0 5.0 7.0 1.5 18.5 

             
 
Division Totals: 
 Mays  91.0 Williams  108.5 
 Clemente  96.0  Mantle  109.0  
 Aaron  108.0  Ruth  124.0 
 
Conference Totals:  
 International  311.0 (25.9 average) 
 National  325.5 (27.1 average) 
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Shiny New Things (SNTs) 
 
 
Blue Hill:   Bryce Harper, OF 

Everyone’s #1 pick; Mr. Ludwig apparently turned down the Prince’s offer of four #1s 
for the opportunity to take the child star. He’s the centerpiece for the Blue Hill team of 
the future. 

Brobdingnag:   Manny Machado, 3B 
A consummate Barbarian: young and power-hitting. He’s supposed to be a shortstop and 
may be one someday; in the meanwhile he’s a building block and part-timer for the 
Barbarian contender of 2013. 

Columbus:   Elvis Andrus, SS 
The top-flight glove man is a welcome addition to a Columbus club that hasn’t had much 
luck at this position. Not a rookie, but still very young; he should occupy short for some 
years to come. 

Dallas:    Jacob Turner, SP 
Dallas landed a real prize from the wealth of young pitching available in the 2013 draft. 
There are other spots on the team that need attention, but Turner was hard to pass up. 

Detroit:   Robinson Cano, 2B 
Cognoscenti in the league are still not sure why Cano left Fair Oaks, but it’s obvious why 
Detroit would want him as their centerpiece. He’s a complete ballplayer – the kind you 
trade for. 

Fair Oaks:   Wade Miley, SP 
A nice addition to a depleted pitching staff, Miley was high enough on Trader Jack’s list 
that he traded up to get him. 

Gotham City:   Matt Carpenter, 1B-2B 
Carpenter is supposed to be transitioning to second base for the Cardinals, and would fix 
a sore spot for the Batmen. The only question is whether he took him too early. 

Grand Cayman:  Yoenis Cespedes, OF 
The Cuban star made a smooth transition to the majors last year, and should fit with 
Grand Cayman’s plans for years to come. He has all the tools. 

Greater Ohio:   Zack Cozart, SS 
Another team with disappointing performers at shortstop was able to get an upgrade. 
APBA likes Cozart’s glove, giving him a rookie SS-9; we like his bat as well. 

Hudson:   Welington Castillo, C 
Ivan Rodriguez is a long way in the rear view, and Hudson could use help behind the 
plate. Castillo fits the bill. 

Kansas:   Matt Harvey, SP 
Mr. Schwartz has some work to do to fix the pitching staff, and Harvey was high on many 
people’s lists. He looks primed for a solid season. 

Knoxville:   Matt Moore, SP 
Another kiddie pitcher from Tampa Bay has become a star, and thus a high pick in the 
TBL draft. Brobdingnag management claims that it would have been happy to take him if 
Pat had gone for Machado; we don’t believe it for a second. Now both teams are happy. 

Las Vegas:   Yasmani Grandal, C 
Despite the PEDs suspension, Grandal was still the big target for Las Vegas in the 
offseason. Josh Donaldson will be clowning it up behind the plate for much of the year, 
but Grandal is clearly the catcher of the future. 
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Maracaibo:   Josh Rutledge, 2B 
With all the pitching available, the Rumrunners were expected to jump on a starter – but 
Rutledge solves the problem created by the abrupt decline of Orlando Hudson. He’s 
growing into the second base job in Colorado, and will do so in Maracaibo as well. 

Melrose:   Wily Peralta, SP 
The extremely limited usage for this young hard thrower makes him a non-contender 
pick, which may signal Melrose’s intention to tread water this year. If he’s as good as 
advertised, though, he’ll be a big part of the future. 

Midwest:   Fernando Rodney, RP 
The Dawgs needed a closer; Zion had 23 of them. It was a perfect matchup, and Rodney 
– remarkably unhittable in 2012 in MLB – will be toting the big grade for Midwest. Time 
will tell whether they got their money’s worth, but in the meantime it’s nice to have. 

Munich:   Yu Darvish, SP 
We almost put Andrelton Simmons here, but Darvish has already proved how good he is 
both in 2012 and early on in 2013. While he’s not very very young, he has lots of good 
innings in that arm. 

New Westminster:  Ryan Cook, RP 
The only true closer in the draft this year, he was a natural pick for the Whiskeyjacks, 
who needed one. The Ruth is the most fiercely competitive division in TBL, and Cook will 
help them hold their own. 

Northboro:   Brandon Belt, 1B 
Bob and Steve were happy to get the young first baseman where they did in the draft. 
They’re looking to start over after some disappointing results from the previous iteration, 
and Belt will be a big part of that. 

Portland:   Huston Street, RP 
Street and Frieri form a powerful one-two punch in the Portland bullpen. The team had 
limited resources with which to upgrade its roster, but don’t cry any tears over them – 
they’re pretty good up and down. 

Rye:    Alfonso Soriano, OF 
The addition of Soriano tells the story of Rye’s quandry: too good to tear down, too old to 
hang on much longer. Soriano may be part of the last hurrah for this version of the 
Herons, who are still formidable but very, very fragile. 

Taylorville:   Will Middlebrooks, 3B 
A nice pickup for the Taylor brothers, adding him for half a season to the likes of Pujols 
and Hamilton. If he’s for real, he’ll be around for some time to come. 

Whitman:   Matt Dominguez, 3B 
Like Portland, Whitman had limited maneuver room, but added a nice piece in 
Dominguez. His brief major league trial produced a very useful card; it remains to be 
seen if he can do anything like this for a complete season. 

Zion:   Jarrod Parker, SP 
Could the Elders have asked for anything better? They’re not only back in contention, but 
have added Parker – and Randall Delgado – and Alex Cobb – and Kelvin Herrera for 
good measure. It’s not quite Maddux and Glavine time, but the Sensei walked away very 
pleased with his draft. 
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Managers Enshrined 
 

 
 

The Sensei shows off his Hall of Fame plaque at the 2013 draft in Fishkill, New York. 
 

The Hall of Fame Managers’ Wing welcomes its fourth member: Rich Meyer, the Sensei of TBL, who has 
won seven TBL championships with the Maracaibo Rumrunners and the Elders of Zion since he joined the 
league for the 1986 season. He did his time as commissioner, and has been a long-time contributor to TBL 
over and above his role as a competitor. His draft analysis formed the original foundation of the TBL 
Annual, and we always use it to help build our team reports. He joins Clay Beard, Paul Montague and 
Walter Hunt as members of the Hall of Fame this year. 
 
Players Enshrined 
 
FIRST YEAR OF ELIGIBILITY 

 
 
Greg Maddux, Amherst, Zion.  Without question the greatest pitcher in the history of TBL, Greg Maddux 
was elected in his first year of eligibility. His 403 wins and 212 cmplete games, almost all recorded with 
the Elders of Zion, are unlikely ever to be exceeded. He won 20 or more games eight times, including the 
incredible 31-3 season in 1995 (311 Ks, 34 complete games, 1.26 ERA). 
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RETURNING ELIGIBILITY 
 

     
Barry Bonds, Roger Clemens, Tom Glavine, Frank Thomas 

 
Barry Bonds, Rochester. TBL has never seen eye-popping numbers and APBA cards like those produced 
by Bonds. He hit 826 homers in his 22 seasons, driving in 2,342 runs and scoring 2,465. His 2,204 walks, 
721 doubles and .406 OBP, as well as his RBI and HR totals, are all #1 on the leader boards. He led the 
league in homers five times, with an astounding 81 in 2002. 
 
Roger Clemens, Farmville/Puget Sound, Knoxville, Brodbdignag and others. One of the most dominant 
pitchers in TBL history, he pitched for numerous contenders over his long career. He won 20 games 5 
times and finished with 359 wins; he struck out 4,671 in 5,261 innings. In 1998 in Richmond he had a 
season for the ages (24-8, 1.69, 23 CG, 345 Ks), followed by a 27-5, 2.33 season for Brobdingnag in 1999. 
 
Tom Glavine, Farmville/Puget Sound, Zion. Maddux’ left-handed tag team partner for most of two 
decades, Glavine was a great pitcher in his own right, winning 312 games and notching 132 complete 
games. He won twenty or more games three times, twice with Zion, and was as durable and reliable as any 
pitcher in TBL. 
 
Frank Thomas, Brobdingnag, Melrose, Munich, and others. A consummate hitter, Thomas was a steady 
and dominant presence in the Brobdingnag lineup from 1992 through 1998, delivering seven straight 
seasons of .300+/.420+/.500+. He led the league in hitting twice, in walks four times (with 100 or more 
seven straight years), and hit 456 homers over his long career. 
 
For Your Consideration 
 
RETURNING ELIGIBILITY 
 
Wade Boggs, 3B, Amherst, Raleigh/Winston-Salem, Jessup/Boston, Diamond Point and others. A contact 
hitting machine, Boggs was a lifetime .307 hitter, tied for sixth among TBL hitters all time. He recorded 
2,517 hits and 1,123 walks in 16 seasons (with only 835 srikeouts), leading to a lifetime .390 OBP. From 
1986 to 1990 he had five straight 200-hit seasons. Boggs has been on the ballot for a while, and voters have 
shown preference for Triple Crown stats thus far. In his TBL career, he was a key part of some powerful 
lineups. 
 
Ken Griffey, Jr., OF, Brobdingnag, Wakefield, Blue Hill. One of the first players drafted by the Prince of 
Darkness, the Kid had an inauspicious beginning, but starting in 1994 was one of the dominant hitters in 
TBL. He recorded seven seasons with 40 or more homers and eight seasons with 100 or more RBI, four of 
those with 150 or more. His most dominant year was 2000, when the Barbarians won only 67 games and he 
recorded a .304-67-154 line with 88 walks, a Giancarlo Stanton-on-the-2013-Marlins performance. He 
finished with 582 homers, 1,804 RBI, 2,634 hits and was a great defensive player as well. The returning 
eligible players from the talented 2012 class pushed him to the sidelines in his first year on the ballot, but 
he should get some love this year. 
 
Randy Johnson, SP, Rochester/Colorado. The Big Unit was originally a Barbarian, like so many others, 
but for two decades was the photogenic face of the Rochester Express even after its move to Columbus. He 
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was an incredible workhorse, leading the league in starts and innings pitched 10 times, including 278, 282, 
273, 256, 254, 235 and 224 from 2000 to 2007 (with a gap in 2004 when he was injured). He struck out 300 
or more batters four times and 200 or more 13 times. He won 304 games and struck out 4,568 in 4,288 
innings. His most dominant season was 1996, when he went 26-4, 1.83, with 17 CG and 353 Ks. Like 
Griffey, he was overlooked by many voters in 2012, but should be a top choice in 2013. 
 
Pedro Martinez, SP, Mahopac. A dominant pitcher in his prime, he led the league in strikeouts 11 times in 
12 years, with his injury year of 2002 only lacking. He led the league in complete games 10 times and wins 
7 times, striking out 3,372 batters in 3,168 innings, and finished with a 3.00 lifetime ERA. His best year 
was 1998, when he recorded 24 complete games and 9 shutouts en route to a 22-7, 1.74 campaign with 349 
strikeouts. His case for election is strong, but he had little support in his first year of eligibility. 
 
Mike Mussina, SP, Minnesota/Knoxville, Rochester/Columbus. One of the steadiest rotation pichers in 
TBL for fifteen years. He won 16 games as a rookie in 1993, and was among the league’s leaders from then 
on. He had his best years for Pat Martin’s club, spent a year in Melrose and then joined the Rochester club. 
In his TBL career he won 251 games and struck out 3,045 in 3,635 innings. His stats lie squarely with 
players we’ve already enshrined. 
 
Mike Piazza, C, Minnesota/Knoxville, Maracaibo, and others. Mike Piazza played for several different 
teams, adding punch to contending lineups. He hit more than 30 home runs eight times, ending with a 
career total of 409, tops among catchers. His best season was 1998, when he led the league with 200 hits 
and a .354 average to go with 34 homers. He fell just short of election in 2012, and has the largest 
carryover vote for the 2013 ballot. 
 
FIRST YEAR ELIGIBLE 
 
Carlos Delgado, 1B, Munich, Portland, Maracaibo. The picture of left-handed power, Delgado was in the 
middle of many dangerous lineups; in 1998-1999-2000, he hit 49, 40 and 49 homers, driving in 141, 109 
and 125 homers. He was also an OBP and XBH machine, delivering 900 extra base hits (408 homers) and 
recording a lifetime .366 OBP. 
 
Trevor Hoffman, RP, Munich, Brobdignag, and others. Relievers are hard to judge unless they are very 
good; Hoffman was very good, recording a lifetime 2.63 ERA and 873 Ks in 896 innings. He recorded a 
sub-2.00 ERA five times and a sub-3.00 ERA nine times. His most dominant season was 1999, when he 
recorded five wins and 38 saves, with 78 Ks in 71 innings. 
 
Gary Sheffield, OF, Melrose, Richmond, Mahopac, Kansas. A feared power hitter, Sheffield fell only one 
homer short of 500 in a long and productive career. He recorded 30 or more homers five times, putting 
together a dominant season in 2001 (.309-61-134, with 166 run scored and 123 walks, the leader of a 
Melrose club that hit 335 homers as a team. 
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Clemente Division 
 
Whitman cruises and, most likely, the other three teams plan for the future. This 
can’t last forever, can it? 
 
WHT  PIT: 14.0 OFF:  9.0 DEF:  5.0 BCH: 3.0    TOTAL: 31.0 
COL  PIT:  8.5 OFF:  8.5 DEF:  4.0 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 23.0 
LV   PIT:  8.0 OFF:  8.0 DEF:  4.0 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 22.5 
BH   PIT:  7.0 OFF:  7.0 DEF:  3.5 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 19.5 
 

 
It’s another good opportunity for Brian Hanley to strut his stuff. His Whitman club is at 
the head of the class in TQ, both in sum and in each of the four categories which we rate. 
Meanwhile, Columbus’ Vic Vaughn gets a chance to show that the sum of his team’s 
parts is better than the parts themselves. We don’t think so, but we’ve been wrong before. 
We’re not sure if we’re right about Las Vegas either: Paul Harrington spent the off 
season trading away anyone who could walk, run, pitch, hit or field, but he got picks in 
return that made the team better. Meanwhile, Blue Hill’s Mark Ludwig looks for better 
days starting with having Bryce Harper in the lineup every day. 
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CLEMENTE DIVISION 
 
WHITMAN RIVER RATS    TQ: 31.0 Projected Finish: 1st 
 
Arrived: CRAIN, Jesse; DOMINGUEZ, Matt; FONTENOT, Mike; HENDERSON, Jim; NIEVES, Wil; PATTON, 
Troy; PAULINO, Felipe; PIERZYNSKI, A.J.; THERIOT, Ryan; TRACY, Chad; WISE, Dewayne 
 

Departed: ANDINO, Robert; CASSEVAH, Bobby; CONTRERAS, Jose; COOK, Aaron; DIAZ, Matt; GIAMBI, 
Jason; GUERRIER, Matt; JONES, Andruw; PAULINO, Ronny; SHERRILL, George; SUTTON, Drew 
 
The train keeps rolling for Brian Hanley and the Whitman River Rats. Their 116 wins in 2012 was a 
franchise record (a little padded by playing in the weaker conference, but still), and though they were 
stopped by the Dallas Eagles in the conference semifinals, anyone lacking a Yankees tattoo or licensed 
logo-wear would have to account it a highly successful season. 
 
2013 should be more of the same, for much the same reasons. His instructions say so – “many of the same 
parts are back for another try.” Certainly Paul Goldschmidt, Paul Konerko, Nick Markakis and Mark 
Reynolds are persistent cornerstones of the offense, while Clayton Kershaw, David Price, Kyle Lohse, Matt 
Garza and Mark Buehrle form a top-notch rotation. The bullpen is classic Whitman: high grades, bad 
control, and mix-and-match. In the hands of a very good manager, which Mr. Hanley assuredly is, that’s a 
formula for success, though it must cause some high blood pressure moments. Defensively, the team is a 
mixture of superior and mediocre; some of the infield combinations, nearly all of the games at third base, 
and the throwing arm behind the plate are problems, while, by comparison, first base, outfield, and catching 
defense is quite good. The addition of Ben Revere, DeWayne Wise, Ryan Theriot and A.J. Pierzynski 
reflect Whitman’s commitment to put good gloves on the field when they’re ahead. 
 
Overall, this isn’t the team that went 116-46 a year ago, and shouldn’t be expected to do so this year. On 
the other hand, they’ll be printing playoff tickets by Memorial Day.  
 
 
COLUMBUS JETS    TQ: 23.0 Projected Finish: 2nd 
 
Arrived: ANDRUS, Elvis; BELOW, Duane; FISTER, Doug; LAYNE, Tom; MARTE, Luis; MAXWELL, Justin; 
McCLELLAN, Kyle; MOORE, Scott 
 

Departed: BERGESEN, Brad; CORDERO, Francisco; GLOAD, Ross; HAIRSTON, JR., Jerry; RODRIGUEZ, 
Aneury; SONNANSTINE,Andy; URIBE, Juan; WHITESIDE, Eli 
 
This has been said in the Annual before, but it should be observed again that while we have some 
expectations that a team – especially a rebuilding team, that has forced itself into that mode and takes steps 
to get younger, cash in cardboard, establish a new vision for its next edition – should, you know, get on 
with it and show some results by now, that this stuff is not easy and a lot of things stand between the desire 
and the goal. And while we’d like to think that the wisdom of the Sensei on draft Saturday is something 
that all good padawans should really have a chance to hear directly and in person, it’s clear that Vic 
Vaughn has shown that he’s got some idea of what he wants and what he’s doing. Looking back at the 2012 
Annual we were less charitable toward a team that wound up 81-81; so much for pearls of wisdom. 
 
There are some nice cornerstones. Most of the dead weight we complained about is gone; seeing Jay Bruce, 
Jason Kipnis, and Elvis Andrus at the top of the stack warms the heart. The key young pitcher, Daniel 
Hudson, encountered unforeseeable turbulence, but he’ll be back; meanwhile Doug Fister is a great 
addition. The middle part of the team – offense, pitching, and most of the bullpen – is talented, though 
they’re in the 28-to-34 age range that means a few too many trips to Walgreen’s for pain-killers. Wandy 
Rodriguez, Bronson Arroyo, Brandon McCarthy, Ben Zobrist, Corey Hart, Scott Moore, David Robertson, 
Darren O’Day: the crew Columbus has assembled could deliver another .500 season or thereabouts. 
They’re no pushovers. But they probably don’t have the mojo to go much past it. The next evolution of the 
team is still off stage.  
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CLEMENTE DIVISION 
 
LAS VEGAS GAMBLERS    TQ: 22.5 Projected Finish: 3rd 
 
Arrived: DE VRIES, Cole; DEDUNO, Samuel; DONALDSON, Josh; FLAHERTY, Ryan; GRANDAL, Yasmani; 
HARRELL, Lucas; KINNEY, Josh; LOMBARDOZZI, Stephen; MARTINEZ, Fernando; MILONE, Tommy; 
OTTAVINO, Adam; PACHECO, Jordan; QUINTANA, Jose; ROENICKE, Josh; SANDS, Jerry; SAVERY, Joe; 
THAYER, Dale; TORRES, Carlos; WALLACE, Brett; WHITE, Alex 
 

Departed: BUTERA, Drew; CARROLL, Jamey; DICKEY, R.A.; FULD, Sam; GRILLI, Jason; GUERRERO, 
Vladimir; HAND, Brad; KURODA, Hiroki; LEWIS, Colby; MARCUM, Shaun; MIRANDA, Juan; NICKEAS, Mike; 
O'FLAHERTY, Eric; OLIVER, Darren; PERALTA, Joel; RODRIGUEZ, Ivan; ROMO, Sergio; SAITO, Takashi; 
SORIANO, Alfonso; SOTO, Geovany 
 
With another manager, especially one less experienced, we might say something witty here like we all 
knew this would end in tears. But of course this is the Vegas Line Guy, and he knew how it might end even 
if they hadn’t been put out of the post season in a thrilling seven-game series. Dickey, Kuroda, Lewis, 
Marcum, Soriano and 97% of the bullpen was advised to take short-term leases. Most of those guys should 
do the same in their new towns either. So the roster is filled with a new collection of players to replace the 
previous contender transients. Some can hit. Some can field. Some hit for power. Some are young. Some 
will rise, while others will . . . rent elsewhere in a year. And because there was so much turnover and 
because the 2013 draft was deep for rebuilders, it’s a team that isn’t too bad. Big impact cards are lacking, 
but Cabrera, Schumaker, Jay, Jackson, Presley, Mayberry, and newcomers Pacheco and Grandal will make 
the team fun to manage. The bullpen has a lot of mediocre grades, but at least there are a lot of innings, and 
the rotation – Harrell, Floyd, DeVries/Deduno, Quintana, Milone – doesn’t suggest a 50-win team, which is 
how you get a top five pick these days.  
 
The question hanging in the air is: do you have to drop far down in order to do the Bounce? Is this team as 
bad as Mr. Harrington wanted it to be? Or will it be on the fringe of respectability, making the rebuild last a 
little longer than expected? 
 
 
BLUE HILL MUDSLIDES    TQ: 19.5 Projected Finish: 4th 
 
Arrived: BLANCO, Gregor; CORPAS, Manuel; FLORIMON, Pedro; FRANCIS, Jeff; GAUDIN, Chad; GONZALEZ, 
Marwin; GRIFFIN, A.J.; HARPER, Bryce; HENDRIKS, Liam; LIDDI, Alex; LUETGE, Lucas; MOORE, Tyler; 
NAVA, Daniel; SANCHEZ, Jonathan 
 

Departed: ADCOCK, Nathan; ALLEN, Brandon; BARTON, Daric; BORBON, Julio; FONTENOT, Mike; FUENTES, 
Brian; LOWE, Mark; MATSUI, Hideki; MATSUZAKA, Daisuke; MILES, Aaron; NADY, Xavier; PATTERSON, 
Corey; PAVANO, Carl; RIVERA, Juan 
 
Blue Hill has had some difficult times, some bad luck, and some plans going awry. It’s easy to take snide 
shots at that, but we don’t do that anymore in This Establishment. What we do, however, is report rumors 
when confirmed by both parties. Yes indeed, the Prince of Darkness offered four not especially good #1s 
for the pick that took Bryce Harper; yes indeed, the offer was rejected. Because, y’know, even if this isn’t 
quite rock bottom, it’s best that you have something to build around. And if Mike Trout and Bryce Harper 
were on the same team for a long time, strategic weapons would be aimed at Albuquerque. Count on it. 
 

So what’s built around this Harper kid? Certainly not enough, but there are rays of hope. Chase Headley 
and Yonder Alonso are steady anchors at the infield corners; A. J. Ellis has turned into a pretty decent 
catcher; and Gordon Beckham, while turning in an off year, is still a good talent at second. Tyler Moore is a 
nice addition to the outfield. Maybe David Cooper and Daniel Nava are optical illusions, but maybe not; 
Harper could use some help, likely in the 2014 draft. Between Stephen Drew, Marwin Gonzalez and Pedro 
Florimon there should be a shortstop. The starting rotation is a work in progress; the grades are OK for only 
about half the season, but there’s some youth. The bullpen, not so much, but that’s the last thing you fix. 
 

We really, really want to talk about the fine young talented team they’re going to become. But it’s still out 
there in the distance. 
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Mays Division 
 
It’s one more trip around the race course for Rye. 
 
RYE  PIT:  9.0 OFF: 13.5 DEF:  4.0 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 28.5 
GOH  PIT:  8.0 OFF:  8.5 DEF:  5.0 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 23.5 
GC   PIT:  6.5 OFF:  9.0 DEF:  2.5 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 20.5 
CAY  PIT:  5.0 OFF:  7.0 DEF:  4.0 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 18.5 
 
 

 
Craig Musselman, like Hanley, has a chance to cruise to a pennant again. Unlike the 
Rats, however, his Rye Herons are getting old – no, wait, that’s already happened – but 
they can certainly still hit and pitch. They don’t have a lot of competition either. Devlin 
Toth’s Greater Ohio club has adequate pitching and offense, but it’s unclear if they’re 
better than average; the same can be said of Anton Greenwald’s Gotham City team. After 
Verlander and Felix Hernandez it’s ugly, and the offense isn’t too deep either. As for 
Grand Cayman, Whitey and Mark Bloom are looking at a long summer. 
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MAYS DIVISION 
 
RYE HERONS   TQ: 28.5  Projected Finish: 1st 
 
Arrived: BETANCOURT, Rafael; BOWDEN, Michael; INGE, Brandon; NATHAN, Joe; NUNEZ, Eduardo; 
SEDDON, Chris; SMITH, Will; SORIANO, Alfonso; STOREY, Mickey; TORREALBA, Yorvit 
 

Departed: ANGLE, Matt; BLAKE, Casey; CARPENTER, Chris; GUILLEN, Carlos; LOPEZ, Javier; RAMIREZ, 
Manny; SANCHES, Brian; THOMPSON, Rich; VARVARO, Anthony; WILSON, Jack 
 
Trite clichés, the hallmark of most predictive sports publications, would be an easy out here. Consider the 
team that emerges from the Rye envelope: some huge talent – rotation led by Jered Weaver and 
strengthened by the successful transition to starterhood by Jeff Samardzija; four huge cards (Ramirez, Cruz, 
Soriano and the sublime Matt Kemp) and a host of supporting players (Scutaro, Infante, Keppinger, Hunter, 
Bergman). Ho hum; yawn, same as last year. But wait a moment . . . at what point did Rye not draft or trade 
for a bullpen? Answer: at the point at which they ran out of things to trade and picks to draft with. Thus the 
cliché – like other such aging contenders (not news to Mr. Musselman that he has only three players on his 
active roster who are as young as 27 or 28) – the team is a few injuries or bad breaks from the dreaded Cliff 
and TBL oblivion, since they have only a #1 in the 2014 draft, and a late #1 it is. 
 
The problem is twofold. First, this is not a team that has gone to the wall and has one year to live on former 
glories: the core is still pretty damn good, it’s just not as young as you might have thought. Second, age 
notwithstanding, there’s considerable depth on the roster. They’re not one bad slide away from oblivion. 
Given that the pennant race is unlikely to be very stressful, the biggest puzzle piece needed is high-end 
relief, often available down the stretch. Craig knows what he’s doing and knows that this is a risky 
business. But also, to quote a cliché,  he “knows how to win.” The team is a step down from 2012, and 
needs to avoid a 2013 MLB train wreck. We may be wrong, but we’re not counting them out two years 
from now. Sometimes cliché answers can be deceiving. 
 
 
GREATER OHIO CHIA PETS   TQ: 23.5 Projected Finish: 2nd 
 
Arrived: COZART, Zack; DIAMOND, Scott; MCALLISTER, Zach; PHELPS, David; VALDESPIN, Jordany; 
WRIGHT, Wesley 
 

Departed: DE LOS SANTOS, Fautino; FUKUDOME, Kosuke; GRABOW, John; McCUTCHEN, Daniel; TATUM, 
Craig; WOOD, Kerry 
 
We get it. We see the logic, but reject it and replace it with logic of our own. The subject, of course, and 
just this once, is Mike Trout versus Freddie Freeman. We like Freeman, because .259-23-94 translates into 
a pretty usable APBA card. And yeah, he’s just turned 23. But he’s not Mike Trout, and they could have 
taken Mike Trout, and have filled their 1B vacancy created by Cabrera’s move to third base (or DH) instead 
of falling for a nice first-year Freeman card (instead of the useless Trout card from 2012), and no one could 
have predicted the Trout breakout – though we liked him a lot on Page 132 of the 2012 Annual. Sue us. 
 
Enough of that. What’s actually here? Well, Miguel Cabrera is Godlike, and there is some support – 
Longoria part time, Dirks part time, Ethier and Freeman full time. But then the offense peters out. Zack 
Cozart is an SS9 with a 0 on 22, but no speed and the hits run out quickly. Saltalamacchia is a tossup 
between power hit (or long single) or strikeout. Other players have taken a step back – Tabata, Jemile 
Weeks, Cesar Izturis. So, you know. Zack Cozart. He’s 27: this is what you get, and this was the first 
rounder. The pitching staff is similarly functional, but after a while unimpressive: Niese, Lee, Hammel, 
Diamond, mumble mumble in the rotation; Carlos Marmol isn’t a wild and ridiculously hard-throwing 22*, 
he’s a 13*, and he’s the third guy out of the bullpen. 
 
We said last year that the Pets have moved from rebuild to build. That still seems like a good modus 
operandi to apply here. The core players aren’t on the verge of retirement; Cabrera himself is only 30. We 
give Mr. Toth the benefit of the doubt for the Master Plan, but this is a not this year team. 
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MAYS DIVISION 
 
GOTHAM CITY BATMEN   TQ: 20.5  Projected Finish: 3rd 
 
Arrived: CARPENTER, Matt; HOOVER, J.J.; JIMENEZ, Ubaldo; MATSUZAKA, Daisuke; NORRIS, Derek 
 

Departed: BARAJAS, Rod; CARRASCO, Carlos; CRUZ, Juan; JACKSON, Conor; WAKEFIELD, Tim 
 
Every rating system, even ones whose reliability we trust, has its flaws. When analyzing cards in the past 
we have often encountered examples of rare species that don’t quite fit, part of the charm of APBA; they’ll 
be useful in long seasons, but only if you’re Experienced and Knowledgeable (which Dr. Greenwald 
assuredly is). We call them “Bearded Ladies.” In a way, this team, which is fundamentally the same names 
as last year’s team, is a Bearded Lady team. TQ has them way off in rebuilder cloud-cookoo-land, but it 
lies, though in a way it doesn’t since there are more flaws to it than a badly-shipped cubic zirconia. Can it 
actually contend? (Maybe, though not for long without cosmetic surgery in September.) Can it, or based on 
its demographic should it, lose 100 games? (Maybe, but it’s hard to see how it could be that bad.) 
 
We see between 6 and 7 good cards – Stanton, Swisher, Saunders, Lucroy, Escobar, Venable and rookie 
Matt Carpenter. Only Stanton, though, is something to be feared. The rest of the at-bats are a patchwork of 
mediocre, minimum-impact, and “Mom, do I have to?” We see two dominant starters – Verlander and Felix 
Hernandez. Regrettably, since we ignore such results, “pray for rain” is an impractical approach for the 
other 96 starts. The pen is very solid, but nowhere near good enough to rescue the starters.  
 
Our conclusion: the team probably gets close to .500, but it will require agile conversion from Jekyll-team 
to Hyde-team to emphasize the assets. It may mean competing for 1/3 of the games, surrendering for 1/3, 
and letting the dice decide the rest. It is the very epitome of the Bearded Lady: a statistical outlier, 
unpredictable, but ultimately what you go to the circus to see. 
 
 
GRAND CAYMAN HAVENS  TQ: 18.5  Projected Finish: 4th 
 
Arrived: ADAMS, Matt; CABRERA, Alberto; CESPEDES, Yoenis; HUNTER, Tommy; LOWE, Mark; MARQUIS, 
Jason; POMERANZ, Drew; PRYOR, Stephen; ROBERTSON, Tyler; ROGERS, Esmil; ROGERS, Mark; 
ROSENBERG, B.J.; SMYLY, Drew 
 

Departed: ACOSTA, Manny; COLEMAN, Casey; DILLARD, Tim; LUEKE, Josh; McCLELLAN, Kyle; MEEK, Evan; 
PETERSEN, Bryan; QUALLS, Chad; RAPADA, Clay; SANCHEZ, Jonathan; THERIOT, Ryan; TOMLIN, Josh; 
WILLIS, Dontrelle 
 
We have bailed out on the Rebuilding Clock metaphor this year because it became hard to see it as either 
descriptive or predictive. Like the Supreme Court, we know a rebuilder or a contender when we see one 
(though we’ve sometimes been spectacularly wrong). This is a rebuilder. But it seems like a transitional 
form: a caterpillar caught halfway out of the chrysalis, or a snake that can’t quite shed its previous skin.  
 
What really makes it a rebuilder, and thus a team that will get beaten mercilessly all season long, is the 
pitching. Along with Northboro, this is the most brutal pitching staff in the league. A half season of 
acceptable starts, a bullpen with no closer, and no individual pitching grade above 12. Brutal, though not 
quite 1962 Mets brutal – on the other hand, TBL is not the 1962 National League. Enough said. But the 
lineup has five quite acceptable cards: Butler, Encarnacion, Walker, Holliday, and rookie Cespedes. 
Holliday and Encarnacion are being held, perhaps, for the next upswing; the other three are certainly Guys 
We Like. So are Avila, Forsythe and Seager, though the cards aren’t terribly exciting. So are some of the 
pitchers, grades be damned. The rest of the roster is necessary cardstock, which will be replaced by other 
such; so it has always been. 
 
Our only concern is the way in which management decides to move forward. As the Prince will tell you, 
the most dangerous tendency is sentimentality, and Mr. Bloom’s decisions – and thus how long the 
transitional form lasts – may determine if the team emerges into its next, more hopeful phase.
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 Ruth Division 
 
The Barbarians are Very Good. But so are the division rivals. This is the best 
pennant race in TBL this year. 
 
BRO  PIT: 13.0 OFF: 14.5 DEF:  3.5 BCH: 4.0    TOTAL: 35.0 
DAL  PIT: 11.0 OFF: 12.0 DEF:  4.5 BCH: 3.0    TOTAL: 30.5 
DET  PIT: 12.5 OFF: 10.5 DEF:  4.0 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 29.5 
NW   PIT: 14.0 OFF:  9.5 DEF:  3.0 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 29.0 
 

 
At last a pennant race. Joe Auletta’s Brobdingnag team has gone all-out to build a 
contender, and it’s all that. They have a powerful offense but their pitching is only really 
good; meanwhile, everyone in the division has really good pitching. Detroit looks more 
like the contender that Dave Jaskot wants it to be – the question is whether it can play 
with the big boys. New Westminster is back with strong pitching, but is outclassed by the 
other lineups in the Ruth, making Jim Jeatt’s job harder. As for Steve Powell, his Dallas 
Eagles have another solid team that won’t make it easier for the rest of the division – or 
the league – and may finish ahead of the other two chasing the Prince. 
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RUTH DIVISION 
 
BROBDINGNAG BARBARIANS  TQ: 35.0  Projected Finish: 1st 
 
Arrived: DOWNS, Darin; DUNN, Adam; FRANDSEN, Kevin; JANSSEN, Casey; MACHADO, Manny; NELSON, 
Chris; O'FLAHERTY, Eric; ORTIZ, David; RAMOS, Cesar; RIOS, Alex; ROMO, Sergio; ROSS, David; VALDEZ, 
Wilson; WERTH, Jayson 
 

Departed: BOURGEOIS, Jason; BRAY, Bill; FLORES, Jesus; HERNANDEZ, Roberto H.; IANNETTA, Chris; 
LOPEZ, Jose; PERRY, Ryan; RAY, Chris; SANCHEZ, Angel; SANDS, Jerry; SCHLERETH, Daniel; SNIDER, 
Travis; TURNER, Justin; WALLACE, Brett 
 
There are processes, methods, benchmarks. There are needs, requirements, criteria. In this magazine years 
ago, Anton wrote an article about the 15 guys you should get before you think you’re a contender. 
Obviously that’s been reached and exceeded. Unusually, this version of the Barbarians on the field and on 
the mound – while really really good – is still not quite the overpowering “game over” type that the Annual 
generally associates with a dominant Brobdingnag team.  
 
That having been said, the top 4 1/2 – Mauer, Chris Davis, Ortiz, Rios and Trout – are outstanding; there’s 
a terrific set of mix-and-match players to fill the other half of the at-bats. No crocodile tears are wept for 
adding Manny Machado, whom we opine is the guy Joe Auletta wanted all along. This is a very good 
offense, and it is certainly overpowering enough. On the mound the news is much the same. Strasburg, 
Peavy and Tillman are half a season of top notch, and the rest are adequately covered and can be rescued 
from early in the game. The last inning belongs to a 30* with plus peripherals. Oy vey. 
 
You’d think this is enough to win the pennant; to get to, and possibly through, the conference finals. It is a 
team to be admired or even envied. But in doing a little hedging to grab pieces of the next great dynasty, 
has the Prince made sure he has what he needs to go all the way? 
 
 
DALLAS EAGLES    TQ: 30.5  Projected Finish: 2nd 
 
Arrived: BETANCOURT, Yuniesky; CIRIACO, Pedro; DOWNS, Scott; DUNCAN, Shelly; GRILLI, Jason; HORST, 
Jeremy; MALDONADO, Martin; SIERRA, Moises; TURNER, Jacob 
 

Departed: BARTLETT, Jason; BEDARD, Erik; ESCALONA, Sergio; HAYES, Brett; ISRINGHAUSEN, Jason; 
JOHNSON, Reed; MURPHY, Daniel; SWEENEY, Ryan; WILLIAMS, Jerome 
 

There is no question that any publication of this type likes to follow the cult of the new – the latest trend, 
the newest stars, the team most recently surging in talent or trading its way out of the murk of mediocrity 
and into contention. We like the Detroit story; we continue to like the New Westminster story.  Yet Dallas 
is still here, and its roster – while not flashy like the Brobdingnag soi-disant juggernaut, nor headline 
grabbing like the transformed Detroit club – is very solid. The top four (Colvin, Reddick, Zimmerman and 
Teixeira) are very good; there are at least six more part-timers or more pedestrian full-timers that should 
perform well; and there’s a good bench. They catch the ball well, so even if we say that defense is 
overrated, there’s something to be said for that part of the game.  
 
On the mound, the bullpen is capable and deep, and the rotation is competent (though it lacks a #1 starter, 
which a wild 12 lefty in TBL most certainly is not.) Perhaps the recognition is withheld because the names 
– DeAza, Denorfia, Ciriaco – do not belong to the sort of player that the cult of the new admires. But it’s all 
there on the cardboard, though it may need frequent maintenance to keep that cupboard stocked. 
 
So are they good enough? When the difference between second and fourth is a point and a half of TQ, it’s 
clear that the answer is unclear – you should shake your magic 8-ball and ask again. The Ruth Division 
should provide three playoff teams this year. Of Dallas (been here before), New Westminster (here from 
time to time) and Detroit (first time at the dance, at least under this management), one is going to be 
playing golf at the end of the year. We think Dallas is good enough, but it’s within the margin of error. 
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RUTH DIVISION 

 
DETROIT STARS    TQ: 29.5  Projected Finish: 3rd 
 
Arrived: ABREU, Bobby; BROWN, Andrew; BURTON, Jared; CANO, Robinson; CHAVEZ, Eric; DICKEY, R.A.; 
GONZALEZ, Miguel; ISHIKAWA, Travis; IWAKUMA, Hisashi; KURODA, Hiroki; LINCOLN, Brad; LOPEZ, Jose; 
MOSS, Brandon; RASMUS, Colby; ROSARIO, Wilin; SORIANO, Rafael 
 

Departed: ELL, Josh; BELL, Trevor; CABRERA, Orlando; DUNN, Adam; KA'AIHUE, Kila; KELLY, Don; 
MacDOUGAL, Mike; MASSET, Nick; NELSON, Chris; OSWALT, Roy; OVERBAY, Lyle; PENCE, Hunter; 
ROMERO, J.C.; WELLS, Randy; WOOD, Blake; ZITO, Barry 
 
Game on. For the benefit of more recent participants in our grand adventure, and in case there was any 
doubt, it’s lots more fun to win than to lose; transformation of the 58-104 club to the one that the TQ 
designates as a contender was fun as well. It was like having an expense account with a high credit limit 
and 30 months to pay. But as much enjoyment as the offseason and the upcoming season will be, there’s a 
chance that it winds up with a bad hangover and a regrettable tattoo.  
 
Certainly there’s no problem with the pitching staff. The addition of Dickey, Kuroda, Gonzalez, Burton and 
Soriano make this group comparable with others in the division. The starting rotation is deep enough that 
Sabathia doesn’t have to do all the work, and the bullpen has lots of innings; if properly managed, the 
pitchers will keep the team in games where the offense scores enough runs. It should do that: Cano, 
Rosario, Moss and Willingham are fine cards, and there is some decent other cardboard to support them. 
And that’s the rub, or if you prefer, the tattoo (and the consequent hangover): the roster is full of cardboard. 
One wishes to think that the penance of rebuilding is rewarded by a period of continued success. We 
evaluate talent based on what’s here – but consideration must be given to its ephemeral, transitory nature. It 
is a thought worthy of a Zen Master. You’re welcome. 
 
 
NEW WESTMINSTER WHISKEYJACKS TQ: 29.0  Projected Finish: 4th 
 
Arrived: COOK, Ryan; CORPORAN, Carlos; ESPINOSA, Danny; PEREZ, Oliver; PETTITTE, Andy; RAPADA, 
Clay; ROSS, Robbie; SNYDER, Brandon; STULTS, Eric; WILHELMSEN, Tom 
 

Departed: BROXTON, Jonathan; BUCHHOLZ, Taylor; EVANS, Nick; FREESE, David; IGARASHI, Ryota; NOESI, 
Hector; ROGERS, Esmil; SOGARD, Eric; TATEYAMA, Yoshinori; TEAGARDEN, Taylor 
 
We’ve been here before, and when we were here last, it was easier to find a public phone booth to change 
into the costume. Prince Fielder was here at the time, and he was younger and not this big; and, oh yes, 
Hanley Ramirez was a beast. Now they have some new members of the band: Dexter Fowler has an 
interesting power-speed card; Prado and Ludwick, and a very good Eric Young should make an impact. 
There are some other cards to help as well. Then there’s Trevor Plouffe; the card looks like a mismanaged 
Landrum Effect in that it’s un-Plouffe-like, but no one you’d want to bat high in the order; at that, he’s 
comparable to . . . Hanley Ramirez.  
 
The pitching staff is a vintage 2013 Ruth Division one. Even the 20 starts that Kevin Correia has to make 
aren’t too onerous. Nice deep bullpen too: Ryan Cook was the only closer in the draft and he made his way 
out to western Canada, as did Robbie Ross. Davis, Wilhelmsen and Arredondo add a pile of innings, along 
with supporting middle men. 
 
So what to do with the results? As with Detroit; as with Dallas, for that matter – it’s a question of what’s 
not here. Any questions about Fielder? (substitute Zimmerman, or Cano, or other key players). No, of 
course not. Any questions about Cueto? (Wilson, Dickey). No again. What it comes down to is whether 
Detroit’s bullpen, or Dallas’ rotation, or New Westminster’s offense is good enough to support Detroit’s 
rotation, or Dallas’ offense or New Westminster’s bullpen. In the end it may come down to a September 
trade or a few dozen rolls of the dice.  
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Road to the World Series 
 
[Thanks to Mark Bloom for assembling and summarizing our 2012 playoffs and World Series for the 
Annual. – Ed.] 
 
WILD CARD ROUND 
 
International Conference: Gotham City vs. Las Vegas 
 

Paul Harrington’s Las Vegas Gamblers made the postseason for the seventh time in ten years. They had 
twice reached the Conference Championship series, only to lose both times to its opponent in this series, 
Anton Greenwald’s Gotham City Batmen. Gotham City was making its first playoff appearance since 
losing the World Series to Midwest in 2009. The series swung back and forth; Las Vegas led 3 games to 2 
heading back to Gotham City. The Batmen rallied to win Game 6 against a powerful Vegas bullpen and 
then capped the series with a 12th inning Max Venable RBI triple. 
 
National Conference: Hudson vs. Northboro 
 

The Northboro Phoenix captured its second straight wild card, while Clay Beard's Hudson Generals 
bounced back from a 99-loss season to win 101 games. With the series tied at 2 games apiece, the Generals 
brought a 6-3 lead into the 9th inning of Game 5, but the Phoenix emerged from the ashes to push the game 
into extra frames and won 7-6 in 13 innings. Back in Hudson, Game 6 remained scoreless through nine 
innings—a runner was thrown out at the plate in the top of the 9th. In the 12th, unlikely hero Miguel Cairo 
hit a homer to win the game. Jose Bautista made the final out with a runner on base. 
 
SEMI-FINAL ROUND  
 
International Conference: Whitman vs. Dallas 
 

Steve Powell’s defending conference champion Dallas Eagles took on Brian Hanley’s mighty Whitman 
River Rats, who led the conference with 116 wins. In the past, Whitman has owned Dallas. That all 
changed unexpectedly in last year’s semi-final series when Dallas finally beat Whitman in seven. While 
Whitman won 7 of 9 during the regular season, the playoffs reversed that trend. The low point for the River 
Rats came in Game 4 with a 10-0 shutout by Jeff Karstens. Dallas handed Whitman’s closer Carlos 
Villanueva his first blown save and loss of the season in Game 5 to clinch an unexpected 4-1 series win. 
 
International Conference: Rye vs. Gotham City 
 

These two division opponents battled all year before Craig Musselman’s Rye Herons took the division by 
two games. Game 1 set the tone of the series when Gotham City led 5-0 going into the bottom of the 9th, 
but the Herons rallied to tie it. Undaunted, the Batmen won the game in the 11th. After the Batmen 
pummeled the Herons in Game 2 (13-3), Game 3 ended in the 12th. After the Herons scored twice in the 
top of the inning, Giancarlo Stanton delivered a bases-loaded double to win the game 7-6. Rye got close in 
Game 4, but fell 3-2, as Gotham City swept the series. 
 
National Conference: Melrose vs. Midwest 
 

Mark Freedman’s team won the World Series last year and 110 regular-season games this year. They faced 
Darrell Skogen’s reborn Midwest Mongrels, in their first playoff appearance since winning the Series in 
2009. The Mongrels once again featured a popgun offense, while the Avengers slugged its way through the 
season. After two blowouts by Melrose, the Mongrels held a 2-run lead late in Game 3, but Dan Uggla hit a 
2-run homer to tie it, and in the next inning, batting champ Adrian Gonzalez singled in the winning run. 
Game 4 was tied in the 6th before Melrose pulled away for the sweep. 
 
National Conference: Portland vs. Northboro 
 

Ray Murphy’s Portland Possum amassed 118 wins on its way to a third straight division title. The 
Northboro Phoenix had some fight in them, proving it in Game 1 with another Miguel Cairo homer which 



2013 TBL Baseball Annual    
 

22 

forced extra innings. The Possum had the final say, as David Wright lifted a sac fly in the 10th for the win. 
Portland then won two of the next three before Northboro won Game 5 in the 11th. Ultimately, the Possum 
had too much firepower, and despite a Phoenix rally in the 8th inning of Game 6, Portland held on to 
advance. 
 
CONFERENCE FINALS 
 
International Conference: Dallas vs. Gotham City 
 

This series promised a collision between strong pitching and potent offense. Dallas outscored all division 
rivals except Whitman, which it dispatched in the semi-finals. But it was Gotham City who came out 
swinging, winning 6-1 and 7-2 to start the series. In Game 3, Dallas sent 20-game winner Dan Haren to the 
mound, but Gotham City starter Vance Worley shined, twirling 6.2 1-run innings, striking out nine, as the 
Batmen won 3-0. Gotham City also won Game 4, 6-2, for a series sweep. Dallas found that it’s difficult to 
win a series while scoring only five runs. 
 
National Conference: Portland vs. Melrose 
 

Last year, Melrose bested Portland in six games in the Conference Finals before going on to beat Dallas in 
the World Series. This year, both teams returned as strong as ever. In Game 1, Portland carried a 3-2 lead 
into the 9th inning, but Jonny Venters (+62) and Joe Smith (+61) each surrendered a home run as Melrose 
stormed back for a stunning 6-3 win. Portland starter Ian Kennedy twirled a 3-0 shutout in Game 2 to even 
the series. In Game 3, Melrose took advantage of Gio Gonzalez’ wildness to retake the series lead and in 
Game 4 Jair Jurrjens shut down the Possum offense in a 7-0 cakewalk, putting the Avengers one win away. 
Portland’s Matt Cain rose to the occasion, however, pitching into the ninth in Game 5, winning 3-2. The 
momentum didn’t last, as Melrose won Game 6 back in Portland to earn another visit to the Series. 
 
The 2012 TBL World Series 
 

       
Melrose vs. Gotham City 

 
Game 1 featured Justin Verlander vs. Alexei Ogando, but the Avengers won the game 8-1, thanks to three 
homers by Kevin Youkilis and one by Dan Uggla. In Game 2, Jon Lester faced off against Felix 
Hernandez. The end result, however, was exactly the same: an 8-1 Melrose win. This game didn’t have the 
homerun barrage of Game 1; instead, the Avengers settled for a deluge of doubles to pull away early (King 
Felix lasted only 2.1 innings).  
 
The Series moved to Gotham City for Game 3, where Ryan Vogelsong and Vance Worley paired off. The 
Batmen took their first lead of the series, but Dan Uggla’s second 2-run homer of the series gave the 
Avengers the edge. Alex Gordon added a homer in the 6th, and the Avengers hung on to win 4-2. With 
their backs to the wall in Game 4, the Batmen sent out Philip Humber to face Jair Jurrjens. The Batmen 
struggled again, and the Avengers slugged their way to a 9-3 win and a series sweep. 
 
The Avengers are the first TBL team since the 1997 and 1998 Brobdingnag Barbarians to win back-to-back 
World Series. While Youkilis had an impressive 3-homer game in Game 1, it was Uggla who kept on 
hitting throughout the Series and was awarded the Series MVP. 
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Aaron Division 
 
The best team in TBL – on paper, where we actually do play the games. They 
outclass the division, but as always the devil is in the details. 
 
POR  PIT: 15.0 OFF: 14.0 DEF:  6.0 BCH: 4.0    TOTAL: 39.0 
MAR  PIT: 11.0 OFF: 11.0 DEF:  3.5 BCH: 3.0    TOTAL: 28.5 
KAN  PIT:  7.5 OFF:  6.5 DEF:  6.0 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 22.0 
NBO  PIT:  5.0 OFF:  5.0 DEF:  7.0 BCH: 1.5    TOTAL: 18.5 
 

 
The best team in TBL – on paper, anyway (but that’s ok, the cards are made of paper) – 
lives here and belongs to Ray Murphy. His Portland club is stocked with guys that 
everybody wants. There’s another contender, though nowhere near the same caliber: 
Walter Hunt’s Maracaibo team has gotten younger and shrugged off the malaise of 
recent years. They may not be able to keep pace with Portland, but they should be well 
ahead of the Jordan/Stein team in Northboro and Bill Schwartz’ Kansas club, as both are 
struggling to return to contention. It may be a few years. 
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AARON DIVISION 
 
PORTLAND POSSUM    TQ: 39.0  Projected Finish: 1st 
 
Arrived: BEDARD, Erik; CARROLL, Jamey; FRIEDRICH, Christian; FRIERI, Ernesto; HAGADONE, Nick; 
HECHAVARRIA, Adeiny; MESORACO, Devin; MURPHY, Daniel; OLIVER, Darren; SCHEPPERS, Tanner; 
STREET, Huston 
 

Departed: BALESTER, Collin; BUCK, Travis; COFFEY, Todd; CONSTANZA, Jose; DOWNS, Scott; GAMEL, Mat; 
KENNEDY, Ian; SOSA, Henry; THOME, Jim; VIZQUEL, Omar 
 
Here at the Annual we bow in the direction of guys who do this sort of analysis and get paid for it. It 
should be no surprise that Mr. Murphy’s squad has the highest TQ in the league. (You’ll see his acumen in 
the Futures section a little later on.) It should also be no surprise that this thing he’s built has some 
persistence. In other articles we remark on the impermanence of our things; obviously even the best-built 
one needs maintenance, even this one. Other than the injury to the Tulowitzki kid, for example, the words 
“Jamie Carroll” might never have had to be spoken. 
 
But we digress. The pitching staff is stacked: Gonzalez and Cain are full season Grade 14+ starters, with 
Gallardo, Lynn and Wainwright filling out the rest of the trips. The bullpen has Street and Frieri, and a nice 
Russell Stover Assortment of support staff waiting to rescue the rotation. There are six to seven powerful 
cards in the lineup, including some of the best cards in the set (lookin’ at you, Joey Votto and Carlos 
Gonzalez). Only after all that do we get around to saying the name “Upton”.  
 
Are they good? They’re great, like Sugar Frosted Flakes. They have the management; they have all the 
Legos they need. Now go win. 
 
 
MARACAIBO RUMRUNNERS   TQ: 28.5  Projected Finish: 2nd 
 
Arrived: FREESE, David; GONZALEZ, Mike; HAIRSTON, Jerry Jr.; KELLY, Joe; LEWIS, Colby; MARTE, 
Starling; MENDOZA, Luis; NORBERTO, Jordan; PODSEDNIK, Scott; RUTLEDGE, Josh; SANCHEZ, Hector; 
TAZAWA, Junichi; VALVERDE, Jose; YOUNG, Michael 
 

Departed: DAMON, Johnny; GUTHRIE, Jeremy; HUDSON, Orlando; HUNTER, Tommy; KOTCHMAN, Casey; 
MOSKOS, Daniel; PAREDES, Jimmy; POSADA, Jorge; RAMOS, Cesar; SANCHEZ, Eduardo; SCHAFER, Jordan; 
SWARZAK, Anthony; VALDEZ, Wilson; WOOD, Travis 
 
The Annual staff has traditionally handed off responsibilities for their own teams to each other, so it has 
been a long time since the Maracaibo manager reviewed the Maracaibo team. Thus, the opportunity to 
describe my own club’s virtues and failings is a bit novel.  So. The team has been in a difficult holding 
pattern the last few years as it aged and retrenched. 2005 – the World Series win – seems like a long time 
ago. 2009, the last really competitive team, seems like a long time ago. When a club’s objective is to avoid 
losing 100 games, some of the “will to win” (which, by the way, is mostly horsecrap whether Hawk 
Harrelson believes it or not) leaches out.  
 
I’d rather think of this not as a Yankee-cap guy – 1 winner, 23 losers – but rather that, as they say, it don’t 
mean a thing if you ain’t got that swing. This club isn’t Portland or Brobdingnag, but it’s got the swing: it 
doesn’t excel in all areas every day, but it can perform well in many areas on just about any day. The 
starting pitching is capable, almost all starts between 8 and 12; it has a deep and flexible bullpen though it 
lacks the overpowering hammer at the end due to Rivera’s injury. It can run, quite a bit actually, and most 
of the lineup can hit and run and run the bases. There is no huge power hitter, but most everyone can 
deliver a double. There are bench options and with few exceptions usage isn’t too tight. 
 
Can they win the Aaron? (With Portland in the division, the answer is of course not, you moron.) Can they 
go deep in the playoffs? Not likely, though stranger things have happened. But are they fun to manage, win 
or lose? I can definitively say yes. And with the infusion of youth, they should be fun next year too. 
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AARON DIVISION 
 
KANSAS KOYOTES    TQ: 22.0  Projected Finish: 3rd 
 
Arrived: BLACKLEY, Travis; COKE, Phil; DELABAR, Steve; GOMES, Yan; HARVEY, Matt; KEUCHEL, Dallas; 
KOTCHMAN, Casey; MAZZARO, Vin; MIKOLAS, Miles; SEGURA, Jean; SWARZAK, Anthony; VITTERS, Josh 
 

Departed: BEATO, Pedro; CAMERON, Mike; CONRAD, Brooks; DUMATRAIT, Phil; HAWPE, Brad; LILLY, Ted; 
OUTMAN, Josh; SNYDER, Chris; TAKAHASHI, Hisanori; WADE, Cory; WOLF, Randy; YOUNG, Michael 
 
Bill Schwartz’s club was competitive when it became Bill’s club several years ago. In some ways, coming 
into possession of a contender, even a borderline one, is a bit of a trap: as things change, as players age or 
need to be replaced, it becomes necessary to patch and fill. At first this is easy – a newer manager knows 
what to do and where to do it. But unless you’re either building a contender (and go get Stuff) or taking the 
thing apart (and sell your Stuff to other people) the patching becomes more and more complex. Add in 
some amount of bad luck, injury and no early picks (since the club hasn’t dived for the basement) and the 
team begins to come apart. (For a Yankee fan, this must be eerily reminsicent of the late 1960s.) 
 
How does the club actually look, several years in? Well. There are 8 players that are 25 or younger. 
Moustakas, Harvey and Segura can be considered true core players. The other significant players – 
Granderson, Pedroia, Montero, Brown and a half-dozen pitchers – are older. The coming year’s draft, based 
on the coming year’s performance, should finally net them some more opportunities to get younger and 
more talented. They need it. 
 
There is some talent. Pedroia has a good card. Granderson has two 1s (but only 8 hits). Crisp, Nix, 
Montero, Moustakas and a few others can do various things. They can catch the ball. They pitch some, with 
an exciting short season of Matt Harvey and a decent rotation, with some bullpen innings. But largely this 
is going to be a difficult year. I expect there is, or soon will be, a template for something better. 
 
 
NORTHBORO PHOENIX    TQ: 18.5  Projected Finish: 4th 
 
Arrived: AXELROD, Dylan; BELT, Brandon; CARTER, Chris; EPPLEY, Cody; HEFNER, Jeremy; IANNETTA, 
Chris; JACKSON, Brett; KENNEDY, Ian; KLUBER, Corey; MARTINEZ, Michael; PARRINO, Andy; RAMIREZ, 
Erasmo J.; REED, Addison; RICHARDS, Garrett; SCHAFER, Jordan; WHEELER, Ryan 
 

Departed: BETANCOURT, Rafael; CAIRO, Miguel; CARPENTER, David; CHAVEZ, Eric; DUNCAN, Shelley; 
FRIERI, Ernesto; LOPEZ, Rodrigo; McDONALD, Darnell; ORTIZ, David; ROSS, David; SORIANO, Rafael; STREET, 
Huston; VAZQUEZ, Javier; WANG, Chien-Ming; WERTH, Jayson 
 
This is something that has happened enough that there should be a For Dummies book about it. Joe Auletta 
would write it, and Mark Freedman would write the Quick Reference Card. We know the drill: the first 
restructuring deal is made, and the race to the bottom is on. The Sensei observed long ago that friction kills; 
it’s a buyer’s market, and unless the players are in extreme demand, you don’t get value for what you’re 
getting rid of. Adding insult to injury, the faces of the franchise wind up in different uniforms. So it is at 
last in Northboro: say what you want about David Ortiz, but Northboro is not his ****ing town anymore. 
 
This is a finally-crafted mess, like heroin chic, though since Northboro did not spend every available 
shilling in boom times it’s not as hopeless in its bust. There are a few hitters, especially Cabrera; rookies 
Brandon Belt and Chris Carter, as well as veteran J. J. Hardy can hit; there is a little pitching, especially in 
the bullpen (it might be better than last year’s when they were contending) but nowhere near enough. They 
can field really well, but defense is overrated, especially in the absence of the other parts of the game. 
 
So, yeah, like Justice Potter Stewart famously said about pornography, we know a rebuilder when we see it. 
As noted elsewhere, a little sentimentality may have caused management to keep things they should have 
sent away: but Ortiz is gone, so whatever comes next will look lots different. This may take a while. 
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Mantle Division 
 
The Sensei is back. Does he have competition in division? The numbers say 
no, but there are still powerful lineups and experienced managers. 
 
ZIO  PIT: 12.0 OFF: 13.5 DEF:  6.5 BCH: 3.0    TOTAL: 35.0 
MLR  PIT:  7.5 OFF: 11.0 DEF:  6.0 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 27.0 
MUN  PIT: 10.0 OFF:  9.0 DEF:  3.5 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 24.5 
HUD  PIT:  8.0 OFF:  8.0 DEF:  3.5 BCH: 3.0    TOTAL: 22.5 
 

 
Speaking of getting younger and contending, new Hall of Famer Rich Meyer’s Zion team 
is better in all categories. With the Sensei at the helm, it makes them the odds-on favorite 
to take the Mantle crown. This has more often than not been the exclusive property of 
Mark Freedman; his Melrose team can still hit the hell out of the ball, but some of his 
moves during the off-season suggest that he’s already thinking about the next Bounce. 
Munich is a long way from the basket case Paul Montague has often experienced, but it’s 
not clear if it can keep in contention; its defense is particularly suspect. Down in Hudson, 
the party is pretty much over, and Clay Beard is committed to rebuild. 
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MANTLE DIVISION 
 
ELDERS OF ZION    TQ: 35.0  Projected Finish: 1st 
 
Arrived: BELISARIO, Ronald; BERRY, Quintin; COBB, Alex; DELGADO, Randall; FALU, Irving; HERRERA, 
Kelvin; JENNINGS, Dan; KRATZ, Erik; MARCUM, Shaun; PARKER, Jarrod; YOUNG, Chris 
 

Departed: ABREU, Bobby; FRANCISCO, Frank; HAWKSWORTH, Blake; MARQUIS, Jason; MORGAN, Nyjer; 
OVIEDO, Juan Carlos; ROBERTS, Brian; RODNEY, Fernando; SIZEMORE, Grady; STUTES, Michael; VOLSTAD, 
Chris 
 
To contend in TBL, you have to have the talent, but you have to feel it too. The aforementioned nonsense 
concept of the “will to win” notwithstanding, managers who haven’t been as successful in TBL or other 
leagues might consider this a first world problem. But TBL is not some soulless Rotisserie league, and we 
are more than a collection of email addresses. It is self-indulgent pop psychology, of course, to suggest that 
our friend Mr. Meyer has lost the will or the desire, or the whateverthehellitis that brings us back to APBA 
and to TBL, but at the Annual we suspect that there’s some truth in it. Having a good team helps too. 
 
And this is certainly a good team. The rotation is capable but not superior, but the bullpen is outstanding – 
good enough that the team traded away a Grade 27* in the offseason and still has 200 endings for the end 
of the game and a pile of other innings to get to them. And they’ll get used, too: the team can hit – they go 
five dangerous cards deep alomst every day, with a nice collection of useful role-players for the rest of the 
lineup. In the hands of a virtuoso like Rich Meyer, they’ll be even better. 
 
Is this a pennant winner? Almost certainly. As Billy Crystal famously quipped, to lose this pennant “would 
take a miracle.” Meyer’s dice don’t roll that way. Can they stay with Portland? Maybe. It takes talent and 
will to get in the position to win Championship #8, but good dice help too. 
 
 
MELROSE AVENGERS    TQ: 27.0  Projected Finish: 2nd 
 
Arrived: ANDINO, Robert; BAXTER, Mike; BRANTLY, Rob; BROXTON, Jonathan; FIERS, Michael; GREEN, 
Taylor; JONES, Nate; LUEKE, Josh; PARRA, Manny; PERALTA, Wily; ROSS, Tyson; SOTO, Geovany; VALDES, 
Raul; WERNER, Andrew 
 

Departed: CRAIN, Jesse; CUDDYER, Michael; DEVINE, Joey; GREEN, Sean; JIMENEZ, Ubaldo; KALISH, Ryan; 
KUO, Hong-Chih; LIDGE, Brad; LINEBRINK, Scott; PATERSON, Joe; RIOS, Alex; SELLERS, Justin; TORREALBA, 
Yorvit; VALVERDE, Jose 
 
The last back-to-back championship in TBL before the recent one by Mark Freedman’s club was fifteen 
years ago when Brobdingnag beat two clubs (also 4-1 and 4-0) whose managers have since left our happy 
company. Two in a row doesn’t happen very often: not because of some artificial NFLesque parity, but 
because if winning a World Series in TBL is hard, winning two in a row is way more than twice as hard. 
Take it from your editor: you can be really good in the regular season and never win it all – or even get a 
sniff. There’s your parity, I suppose. 
 
So why not go for three? Partially because the competition is even stiffer, and the team is nowhere near 
what it was. Let’s not be deceived though: there’s still Braun, Murphy, Gordon, Frazier, A-Gon. But the 
supporting cast is not what it was. Uggla needs to haul an ugly card and Rollins a mediocre card every day. 
The rest are not even that good. The bullpen is deep, if not overpowering; that’s helpful, because the 
rotation isn’t up to Melrose standards either. Could this all have been fixed, so that there was scope for 
another run? Probably. But as with all repair work applied to older-model vehicles, it postpones but does 
not eliminate the inevitable. Cognoscenti who heard the name “Wily Peralta” believed at once that this was 
a signal of – if not a surrender, then at least a retrenchment.  
 
The team is in its thirties now, still possessed of talent, the Guys We Like. If MLB 2013 is like MLB 2012, 
there’ll be a rebuild. If it’s more like 2011, there might be a chance of a three out of four. 
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MANTLE DIVISION 
 
MUNICH MARAUDERS    TQ: 24.5  Projected Finish: 3rd 
 
Arrived: AOKI, Norichika; DARVISH, Yu; EATON, Adam; KONTOS, George; MARTIN, Leonys; MARTINEZ, 
Christhian; MORGAN, Nyjer; OVERBAY, Lyle; SCRIBNER, Evan; SIMMONS, Andrelton; SNYDER, Chris 
 

Departed: DONALD, Jason; FRANCIS, Jeff; INGE, Brandon; JANSSEN, Casey; JOHNSON, Chris; LAPORTA, 
Matt; PIERZYNSKI, A.J.; ROBINSON, Trayvon; ROSS, Tyson; SPILBORGHS, Ryan; STEWART, Zach 
 
Fish or fowl? The Annual bets on fowl, or maybe fish with booby traps. The last three years have been 
downers, since the 109-win campaign in 2009: a good part of the roster has prime blue-chip prospects 
(Heyward, Posey, Eaton, Sale, Darvish, Lawrie), short bets that have worked out (Altuve, Rizzo, Sale, 
Morrow) or may (Martin, Martinez, Brothers, Walden) or may not (Morrison, Smoak). That all argues for 
steady building, focusing on long-term consistent contention (not quite a Munich hallmark, but . . . you 
know, losing sucks and all). But that doesn’t explain the presence of other folks on the roster, the kind you 
gather when you’re looking to contend. 
 
There is, of course, an opportunity for Mr. Montague to protest too much, as the Bard would say. Someone 
has to play shortstop (Aybar), bulk up the rotation (Volquez), pitch in relief (Kontos, Ziegler, Breslow) or 
provide bench strength (Callaspo, Wigginton, Overbay, Morgan – the last two claimed off waivers). Not for 
rebuilders, not really – but for borderline contenders, maybe. There are some very good cards in the lineup; 
there is power and speed and on-base; there are at least some innings and starts, the top 100 especially.  
 
So, who knows. No closer, a few too many empty at-bats, some weakness in the lower rotation, perhaps 
some at bat restrictions. But Paul is a very talented manager. How far can he push them? It all depends on 
whether he thinks they’re fish or fowl. Maybe we can’t really tell. 
 
 
HUDSON GENERALS    TQ: 22.5  Projected Finish: 4th 
 
Arrived: ALLEN, Cody; CASTILLO, Welington; DOOLITTLE, Sean; EDGIN, Josh; GOSE, Anthony; HOLT, Brock; 
POLLOCK, A.J.; REYNOLDS, Matt 
 

Departed: NATHAN, Joe; NUNEZ, Eduardo; PEREZ, Rafael; RABURN, Ryan; SANTIAGO, Ramon; SPENCE, Josh; 
WEBB, Ryan 
 
Well, that ended like clockwork. The 101-win team went out in the playoffs and next thing you know, the 
club is in the middle of a massive rebuild. After all, 2013 is odd: since 2006 it’s been like that – 2006, 
2008, 2010, 2012 have been years of 96, 90, 96 and 101 wins, with the intervening years 79, 78 and 63. 
Clay Beard, Hall of Famer, is most fastidious and organized – the Annual has trouble imagining that he’s 
doing this on purpose, but there you are. Amusingly, that means that, in order to satisfy propriety, the 
Generals aren’t merely working on building a 2014 contender, but on taking their medicine in 2013 and 
then building a 2014 one-year contender. Now that is a challenge. 
 
The offense has some high points. The sublime and (as of the end of 2012) ageless Derek Jeter has some 
wingmen – Sandoval, Rajai Davis, Beltran, and the half-seasons of Batista and LeMahieu. There is a large 
assortment of subpar cardboard to go with it, though, and they’ll interrupt the offense enough to make it 
dysfunctional. The injury to Beachy, the down years for Lincecum and Nova, and the delayed development 
of Alvarez make the pitching staff unreliable as well. Again, because there is black and white – good and 
bad in both principal phases of the game, and (assuming that Clay is a good judge of talent, which he is) 
knowing that some of these things are simply subject to volatile variance – then what is bad may well 
become good; and since there is more bad than good . . . 2014 will be a plus year. Just like clockwork. 
 
The Annual has always had a tough time evaluating Hudson. We once described their pitching staff as a 
bowling team: they got their own metaphor. So what’s being planned? Truly, we have no idea. 
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Williams Division 
 
Are two Taylors better than one? Is Trader Jack better than we think? Will 
bunting take over the world . . . again? Stay tuned. 
 
MID  PIT: 12.0 OFF: 11.0 DEF:  6.5 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 32.0 
TAY  PIT:  8.5 OFF: 13.0 DEF:  6.5 BCH: 2.0    TOTAL: 30.0 
KNX  PIT:  8.0 OFF:  8.5 DEF:  6.0 BCH: 3.0    TOTAL: 25.5 
FOG  PIT:  7.5 OFF:  7.5 DEF:  3.5 BCH: 2.5    TOTAL: 21.0 
 

 
The union of the Taylor brothers in one clubhouse has messed up our standard riff on 
two Twins fans and two guys named Taylor. It looks like the two-headed Taylorville club 
should be wrestling with Darrell Skogen’s Midwest club all summer, as both have solid 
offenses. We think that the Commissioner’s team has the edge with superior pitching, but 
time will tell. Pat Martin, who has the helm of the other Minnesota team, has to be 
pleased with how far he’s come, but Knoxville is at best a .500 team in our estimation. 
We think that Trader Jack Chapman’s Fair Oaks team is a rebuilder, but the impression 
is that he doesn’t think so. If both perform better, this could be a wild four-team race. 
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WILLIAMS DIVISION 
 
MIDWEST MONGRELS    TQ: 32.0  Projected Finish: 1st 
 
Arrived: BUTERA, Drew; CRUZ, Luis; CUDDYER, Michael; DETWILER, Ross; ESCOBAR, Eduardo; GOMEZ, 
Mauro; JOHNSON, Reed; MASTROIANNI, Darin; NIX, Jayson; PERALTA, Joel; RODNEY, Fernando; 
WILLIAMS, Jerome 
 

Departed: BURROUGHS, Sean; CHAVEZ, Endy; COBB, Alex; HUFF, Aubrey; MAIER, Mitch; PAULEY, David; 
PUNTO, Nick; RENTERIA, Edgar; RIVERA, Rene; WEBB, Brandon; WHEELER, Dan; WILSON, Brian 
 
When the Dawgs (as Mr. Skogen so fondly calls them) won the World Series in 2009, they did it by 
following his own team-building, drafting and field management strategy and in some measure flouting the 
received wisdom held in common in TBL. The Annual is no slave to popular opinion, but we fall for this 
stuff as much as anyone else; after all, Zion and Rochester and Brobdingnag and Melrose had followed 
similar patterns to get to the Fall Classic. We did not expect that deviation from the pattern: you know, 
bunting and stuff – would really work. But it did, and they have a ring, and credit is given where due. 
 
After two years in the wilderness, the club returned to respectability last year with 93 wins. They pitched 
well and delivered 50 sac bunts, so the Skogen is still following the same path. This year’s team looks to 
contend again; it’ll bunt, sure, but there’s some power too (LaRoche, Cuddyer, Jones, Gomez) and some 
speed as well. And of course there are some fine young starting pitchers . . . and though the grades are 
certainly adequate, they’re not as solid as would be desired. The bullpen is deep and has a big-time closer, 
though he doesn’t have as much high-end support as he will need. 
 
Is this a contender? The TQ says yes. There’s great talent on the roster; they have the closer; they also have 
the Guru, who “knows how to win” in his own way. We wouldn’t dare cast aspersions on his chances. 
 
 
TAYLORVILLE RED RAIDERS  TQ: 30.0  Projected Finish: 2nd 
 
Arrived: ARIAS, Joaquin; BECKETT, Josh; BUENO, Francisley; GUTHRIE, Jeremy; KIRKMAN, Michael; 
LAFFEY, Aaron; MIDDLEBROOKS, Will; MILLER, Jim; NIEUWENHUIS, Kirk; PASTORNICKY, Tyler; 
ROBINSON, Shane; SANTIAGO, Hector; SOLANO, Donovan; WOOD, Travis 
 

Departed: DeWITT, Blake; ESPINOSA, Danny; FIGGINS, Chone; GOMES, Brandon; GREENE, Tyler; GREGG, 
Kevin; KOUZMANOFF, Kevin; MARTINEZ, Cristhian; NAVARRO, Yamaico; PARRA, Manny; REYNOLDS, Matt; 
RUSSELL, Adam; TEAFORD, Everett; VICTORINO, Shane 
 
Over the past few years we’ve become enamored of the PBS television series Downton Abbey, a period 
drama set in a “great house” in Britain in the early 20th century. One of the themes of the series is that 
despite adversity, despite tragedy, despite circumstances, appearances must be maintained. Sometimes 
when we take stock of the former Richmond club, there’s a familiar feeling: this must be a good club, and 
deficiencies are being addressed (rather than institutionalized.) There’s a certain . . . expectation. 
 
It’s easy to understand why. Any team with Albert Pujols and Josh Hamilton has to be taken seriously 
(other than the 2013 Angels, apparently), and Michael Bourn, Howie Kendrick and rookies Will 
Middlebrooks and Donovan Solano extend the lineup 5 to 6 deep. The rest of the regulars and semi-
regulars strike no fear, but are certainly adequate; the bench is a little weak as a result, but that’s a quibble. 
 
What isn’t a quibble is the pitching. Aroldis Chapman is awesome, with his Grade 27* and his 130 MPH 
fastball. But while the rotation isn’t awful, it’s not inspiring, relying on a patchwork of mediocre grade 
starters almost all of whom give up homers. The bullpen is similarly irregular, though there are some 
decent pitchers to get to Chapman; the starters’ deficiencies will make them work harder. 
 
Appearances are not deceiving: there’s still lots of talent on this club. But it’s also clear that they have 
worked hard to keep them up. They should win a good share of games, but it’s going to be hard work. 
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WILLIAMS DIVISION 
 
KNOXVILLE BLUE THUNDER   TQ: 25.5  Projected Finish: 3rd 
 
Arrived: BRACH, Brad; CEDENO, Xavier; CHEN, Wei-Yin; CORBIN, Patrick; CRUZ, Rhiner; DOZIER, Brian; 
FLORES, Jesus; HUGHES, Jared; MILLWOOD, Kevin; MOORE, Matt; SNIDER, Travis; STAMMEN, Craig; 
TURNER, Justin 
 

Departed: BETANCOURT, Yuniesky; BLACKBURN, Nick; BRIGNAC, Reid; CAPPS, Matt; CECIL, Brett; DEL 
ROSARIO, Enerio; DETWILER, Ross; FRANCISCO, Ben; HERNDON, David; HUGHES, Luke; PAULINO, Felipe; 
RODRIGUEZ, Fernando; TOWLES, J.R. 
 
In the many years the Annual has been a TBL feature, the last pages of the team reviews were usually 
assigned to the Minnesota/Knoxville club, in which we would lament, complain and (in our less kind and 
gentle periods) taunt and deride their past performance and present prospects. Some of this criticism was 
unfair, and some was warranted – but in any case there’s very little new to say.  Guys haven’t worked out; 
guys have gotten concussions; guys have spent too much time playing for the Twins. OK, we get it. But for 
goodness’ sake, Timmy has fallen down the well a lot; it’s about time Lassie got a rest. Midwest is good, 
but not dominant; Taylorville same; Fair Oaks is, well, in transition. Could this team contend? 
 
Maybe, maybe not. The pitching is young, but insufficient. Matt Moore is a #1, but talent and upside are 
not considered when the dice are rolled. Craig Stammen is a talented reliever, but a 16* is not an 18*. This 
could be better in a year, or back down the well goes Timmy. On the offensive side, things are arguably 
better. Molina, McCutchen, Reyes, and to some extent Morneau, Kubel, Brantley and Span, make the 
lineup one to be taken seriously. Still, we feel that if they’re in the mix in the fall, they’ll need to get help to 
go deep. Still, it’s great to write them up in a position other than last, and to see the future look better. 
 
 
FAIR OAKS GIANTS    TQ: 21.0  Projected Finish: 4th 
 
Arrived: ASENCIO, Jairo; ATCHISON, Scott; CAMP, Shawn; GALVIS, Freddy; JOHNSON, Chris; KOZMA, Pete; 
LOBATON, Jose; MILEY, Wade; NOESI, Hector; PENCE, Hunter; PILL, Brett; QUINTANILLA, Omar; RAMIREZ, 
Elvin; VALBUENA, Luis; VICTORINO, Shane; ZITO, Barry 
 

Departed: ANDRUS, Elvis; BECKETT, Josh; BYRD, Marlon; CANO, Robinson; COGHLAN, Chris; FISTER, Doug; 
FULCHINO, Jeff; LEE, Derrek; MATEO, Marcos; MCCOY, Mike; MCGEHEE, Casey; OWINGS, Micah; RASMUS, 
Colby; SCHNEIDER, Brian; VASQUEZ, Esmerling; WILHELMSEN, Tom 
 
Not unlike the long-standing natural desire of Darrell and Pat to acquire home-town Twins for their 
respective teams, it is a long-observed tendency that Jack Chapman likes to get Bay-area players 
(especially Giants) to play for him. It was true in his first trip through TBL and it appears to be true now. 
We make good-natured fun of the Twins fetish, but it’s a harder sell when talking about the team that has 
won the last two MLB World Series. Still, there’s a difference between adding Buster Posey and adding 
Brett Pill, and the Giants have been better than the sum of their parts. But making splashy deals and trading 
away both parts of your DP combination (Cano and Andrus) seems to us just a trifle excessive. 
 
A new manager, even a new returning manager, even such an individual who glories in the nickname 
“Trader Jack”, must have thought he’d built a better team by doing so. Has he? On the face of it, no, not 
really. Peralta and Bloomquist and Janish aren’t Andrus; Valbuena and Galvis and Quintanilla certainly 
aren’t Cano. Kozma has to really work out to be worth the high pick used on him. There are three good 
cards in the lineup: Morales, Pagan and (2/3 of the time) Ruiz; Ruggiano and Bloomquist have good half-
seasons. Trumbo and Ibañez and Pence and the like are capable, but will wilt against good pitching. 
Speaking of which – Grades 8 to 10 exclusively is not a contending rotation, unless there’s a killer pen to 
support it; there’s not, only Atchison and Coleman and a bunch of guys with the same grades as the starters. 
 
Our conclusion: the TQ doesn’t lie. Fair Oaks has changed but not improved, and should have a tough time 
in this division and overall. They’ll have two #1s next year at least. Welcome back to TBL, Trader Jack. 
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Breakthroughs 
 
There are fringe players on TBL rosters right now who might be important players on rosters in 2013. 
Some of those names appear in the list below. Some won’t make it, but last year’s list included Mike Trout, 
Jason Kipnis, Yonder Alonso, Felix Dubront, Pedro Strop, Mike Minor, Jake McGee, Alex Presley, and 
Josh Reddick. Thanks to Ray Murphy for helping sort and order this list. 
 
1. Manny Machado, 3B, Brobdingnag: The guy that Auletta wanted all along, he’s the spitting image of 

the average Barbarian: Power, on base, and scarcely able to buy himself a drink. He may be a 
shortstop long term, and that’s all right too. 

2. Andrelton Simmons, SS, Munich: Another youthful infielder, he’s fitted to the leadoff position for the 
Braves. An SS-9 out of the box based on fifty major league games means that APBA likes him, which 
is a good sign too. 

3. Jean Segura, SS, Kansas: This is the age of shortstops. The 23-year-old came to Milwaukee as part 
payment for Zack Greinke, and he’s hit the hell out of the ball so far. He should have plenty of 
opportunities to do more, and he’s a great addition to the Kansas roster. 

4. Starling Marte, OF, Maracaibo: Not part of the original draft plan for the Rumrunners, they found him 
hard to pass up. Now he’s the Pirates’ leadoff hitter, and may be a prominent part of the next few 
years in Maracaibo. 

5. Adam Eaton, OF, Munich: An early season injury means that we’ve heard little from him thus far. But 
he’s the real deal, a perfect choice for an evolving Munich roster. 

6. Matt Dominguez, 3B, Whitman: He came to the Astros from Florida when Carlos Lee was sold off, and 
immediately made an impact. He’s a fine defender – the question is whether he can actually hit the 
way he did during his debut last summer. 

7. Marwin Gonzalez, SS, Blue Hill: Waiver picks don’t make this list very often. Like Dominguez and a 
handful of others getting their chance this season in Houston, he could wind up a solid major leaguer. 
There’s certainly no pressure down there. 

8. Matt Adams, 1B, Grand Cayman: A burly power hitter and first baseman, he has benefited from 
Albert’s departure and Matt Carpenter’s shift to second base. A nice pickup for the Havens. 

9. Addison Reed, RP, Northboro: The first full season in Chicago was a little rough for the hard-throwing 
closer, but he’s got it now. This could be a very important building block for the Northboro pitching 
staff of the future. 

10. Tanner Scheppers, RP. Portland: A typical low-end-of-roster high-upside pitcher of which Mr. 
Murphy is so fond, he has a good chance of evolving into a key part of the Portland bullpen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Honorable Mention  
 
 
Cody Allen, RP, Hudson; Rob Brantly, C, Melrose; Francisley Bueno, RP, Taylorville; Darin Downs, RP, 
Brobdingnag; Brian Dozier, SS, Knoxville; Pedro Florimon, SS, Blue Hill; Christian Friedrich, SP, 
Portland; Freddy Galvis, 2B, Fair Oaks; Jeanmar Gomez, RP, Gotham City; Nick Hagadone, RP, Portland; 
Adelny Hechavarria, SS, Portland; Jim Henderson, RP, Whitman; Brett Jackson, OF, Northboro; Pete 
Kozma, SS, Fair Oaks; Jose Lobaton, C, Fair Oaks; Leonys Martin, OF, Munich; Darin Mastroianni, OF, 
Midwest; Wily Peralta, SP, Melrose; A. J. Pollock, OF, Hudson; Stephen Pryor, RP, Grand Cayman; Matt 
Reynolds, RP, Hudson; Mark Rogers, SP, Grand Cayman; Tyson Ross, SP, Melrose; Moises Sierra, OF, 
Dallas; Will Smith, SP, Rye; Jordany Valdespin, OF, Greater Ohio; Josh Vitters, 3B, Kansas 
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Futures 
 
Every year we look forward to see who might be the big names in the next draft. Sometimes these 
predictions are prophetic, and sometimes they fall short. Last year, the Annual predicted very well at the 
top of the draft but had only 15 of the first 24. So you be the judge.  
 
1. Jurickson Profar, SS, Texas: Elvis Andrus’ contract extension means he won't be the SS of the future in 
Texas, but he's going to play somewhere soon, and he’ll be very good. 
 
2. Oscar Taveras, OF, St. Louis: Taveras skyrocketed up the prospect charts in 2012, and is now knocking 
on the door in St. Louis. He will live in the middle of the lineup. 
 
3. Wil Myers, OF, Tampa Bay: For the next 10-15 years, the Royals will regret giving him up. He may be 
the next huge-impact power hitter. 
 
4. Dylan Bundy, P, Baltimore: Current injury concerns cloud his short-term outlook, but Bundy has 
Strasburg-level upside. If there’s a late-season callup, there’ll be a highly sought after card in next year’s 
draft. 
 
5. Shelby Miller, P, St. Louis: He had a bit of a bumpy 2012, but is taking the majors by storm early in 
2013. He won the battle for a starting spot which he’ll be keeping. 
 
6. Jose Fernandez, P, Miami: Fernandez may take some lumps in Miami with poor support and a steep 
learning curve, but he should come out the other side as a solid upper-rotation guy. 
 
7. Mike Zunino, C, Seattle: Zunino should arrive in Seattle this summer and push Jesus Montero to DH, 
since he has a better offense/defense combination. 
 
8. Travis d'Arnaud, C, New York (N): An early season injury delays his arrival, but once healthy again 
he’ll be making a case for a callup to the majors. John Buck won't be able to hold him off for very long. 
 
9. Julio Teheran, P, Atlanta: He plateaued as a prospect in 2012 (when we named him our #5 future), but 
he had a terrific spring in 2013. He's in the Atlanta rotation and should be there for a long time to come. 
 
10. Nolan Arenado, 3B, Colorado: Arenado just started getting his name written in the Colorado lineup at 
3B, where he's going to be a fixture. He should post good numbers in the thin air. 
 
The next 10, in alphabetical order: 
 

• Chris Archer, P, Tampa Bay 
• Trevor Bauer, P, Cleveland 
• Xander Bogaerts, SS, Boston 
• Gerrit Cole, P, Pittsburgh 
• Mike Olt, 3B, Texas 
• Martin Perez, P, Texas 
• Yasiel Puig, OF, Los Angeles (N) 
• Trevor Rosenthal, P, St. Louis 
• Zach Wheeler, P, New York (N) 
• Kolten Wong, 2B, St. Louis 

 
Thanks very much to Ray Murphy for providing this list; we normally have a large crowd of honorable 
mentions and subject it to more input, but this is what we’ve got.
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From the Commissioner’s Desk 
 
[While this substitute effort has largely been my work, I thought it appropriate to get input from our 
Commissioner. At short notice Darrell provided me the following. The Commissioner’s report has been a 
regular feature of our magazine for some time, and is always welcome. Much of what goes before is 
statistical, analytical, critical; this is, as usual, subjective, insightful and thoughtful. Thanks to Darrell for 
his thoughts and words, and his reminder of what this all means to us. – Ed.] 
 
We are off and running on the 2013 season, and if the events so far are any indicator, it can only go up. The 
snowstorm that devastated our February draft in Fishkill, followed by news of Walter’s impending surgery 
and the passing of Boomer’s mother combined to show us once again how fragile our planning can be as 
we begin every season. Looking back to last season, when Paul Harrington faced a tough medical issue and 
Bruce Taylor almost quit because of difficulty finding time to place his games, I believe more than ever 
that the future of TBL depends on our ability to continue to support each other through thick and thin. 
  
Having written about this topic before I hesitate to repeat myself, but the message is worth hearing as often as 
we need to be reminded of it. The strength of TBL has been the on-going friendships we have built through 
the years with each other. Our league has been built on trust and mutual respect for our abilities to construct 
teams and play them on the boards or in our computers. We know that we have a great organization with a 
tremendous history, and we are adept at solving problems and continuing what we have created.  

 
Bruce couldn’t play his games? No problem. People stepped up, played the games, compiled the stats, and 
finished out the season. Following a recent pattern, we kept Bruce in the league by encouraging him to join 
forces with his brother Glenn, and the decade-long rivalry in the Williams Division continues this year. 
Jackson Chapman comes aboard to take Bruce’s old team, uses the trading and draft seasons to put together 
a solid team, and the beat goes on. Walter and Boomer fear they might not be able to play their games this 
May? Many of you step up to take over, and as they find their way back to us, ready to play, old friendships 
are fortified and continue as 2013 moves on.  
 
As always, constant and timely communication, delivered respectfully and quietly to your fellow managers, 
is the key to continuing our long run of excellence. Things are happening in all of our lives, gentlemen, as 
we adjust to older age and the changes life brings to all of us. Your readiness to help out, your friendly 
resolution of disagreements, your effort to stay on time and to contact opponents when you know you will 
be late are all central to the perpetuation of what we have built. Best of luck to all of you this year. Play 
hard, play fair, have fun. Most of all, respect each other and be a force for great league relationships. 
 
 
Darrell Skogen 
May 2013 
Maple Grove, Minnesota 
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In Memoriam 
 

 
 

Stan “the Man” Musial, 1920-2013 
 
Musial was one of the most consistent hitters in the history of Major League Baseball, From his debut in 
late 1941 to his retirement at the end of 1963, except for his one year in the Navy in 1945, he was an 
astoundingly consistent hitter. He spent his entire career with the St. Louis Cardinals, finishing with a 
lifetime batting average of .331. He had 3,630 hits, 1,599 walks and hit 725 doubles and 475 homers, 
striking out an incredible 696 times in 10,972 at bats. 
 
“He was a very special person and one of the few people in life that you can say you didn't hear a bad 
word spoken about . . . He was just a humble human being who loved life and loved the game.” 

– Ozzie Smith on Stan Musial, May 2013 
 



 
 

TBL 
 
The Transcontinental Baseball League is a 24-team, continuous ownership APBA 
baseball league that plays a 162-game season using the Master Board Game and the 
Computer Game. We play roughly twenty games a month from April through November. 
TBL uses an innovative, realistic pitching system and restricts players to real-life usage. 
 
Our members are loyal, fun-loving and astute, and we have a high rate of retention. Now 
in our thirty-second season, our pennant races are always competitive and exciting. 
 
TBL is always interested in adding backup manager to its roster. To get involved, send e-
mail to our Commissioner, Darrell Skogen, at 
 

darrell.s@comcast.net 
 
or TBL’s unofficial recruiter and analyst, Walter Hunt, at 
 

hotc@walterhunt.com 
 
Check out our website, which includes a complete database of TBL’s statistical history, at 
 

http://tblhome.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2013, Walter H. Hunt 


